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National Support Centers and the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law  
Collaborate to Share Information with Advocates

National support centers help identify and analyze poverty law developments in Clearinghouse review. They make sub-
stantial contributions to the review and the online article collection of the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty 
Law (formerly National Clearinghouse for Legal Services). The Shriver Center is fortunate to have the assurance of 
continued contributions from most of the national support centers that the Legal Services Corporation formerly 
funded and from some other specialized support centers. The Shriver Center lists them here and is grateful for their 
significant work to enhance communication about poverty law problems among advocates.

AARP/Legal Counsel for the Elderly
601 E St. NW
Washington, DC 20049
202.434.2120

ABA Commission on Law and Aging
740 15th St. NW
Washington, DC 20005-1009
202.662.8690, Fax 202.662.1032

Center for Adolescent Health  
and the Law

211 N. Columbia St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
919.968.8850, Fax 919.968.8854 
info@adolescenthealthlaw.org
www.adolescenthealthlaw.org

Center for Law and Education
37 Temple Place Suite 303
Boston, MA 02111
617.451.0855, Fax 617.451.0857
www.cleweb.org

1875 Connecticut Ave. Suite 510 
Washington, DC 20009 
202.986.3000, Fax 202.986.6648

Center for Law and Social Policy
1015 15th St. NW Suite 400
Washington, DC 20005
202.906.8000, Fax 202.842.2410
www.clasp.org

Center for Medicare Advocacy
P.O. Box 350
Willimantic, CT 06226
860.456.7790, Fax 860.456.2614
www.medicareadvocacy.org

1025 Connecticut Ave. NW Suite 709
Washington, DC 20036 
202.293.5760, Fax 202.293.5764

The Center for Social Gerontology
2307 Shelby Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-3895
313.665.1126, Fax 313.665.2071

Child Care Law Center
445 Church St.
San Francisco, CA 94114
415.558.8005
www.childcarelaw.org

Farmers’ Legal Action Group 
6 W. Fifth St. Suite 650
St. Paul, MN 55102-1404
651.223.5400, Fax 651.223.5335
lawyers@flaginc.org, www.flaginc.org

Food Research and Action Center
1875 Connecticut Ave. NW Suite 540
Washington, DC 20009-5728
202.986.2200, Fax 202.986.2525
www.frac.org

Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental 
Health Law

1101 15th St. NW Suite 1212
Washington, DC 20005-5002
202.467.5730, TDD 202.467.4232
Fax 202.223.0409
www.bazelon.org

Migrant Legal Action Program
1001 Connecticut Ave. NW Suite 915
Washington, DC 20036
202.775.7780, Fax 202.775.7784
mlap@mlap.org

National Center for Law and  
Economic Justice

275 Seventh Ave. Suite 1506
New York, NY 10001-6708
212.633.6967, Fax 212.633.6371
www.nclej.org

National Center for Youth Law
405 14th St. 15th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612
510.835.8098, Fax 510.835.8099
info@youthlaw.org, www.youthlaw.org

National Consumer Law Center
77 Summer St.
Boston, MA 02110
617.542.8010, Fax 617.523.7398
consumerlaw@nclc.org, www.consumerlaw.org

1001 Connecticut Ave. Suite 510 
Washington, DC 20036-5528 
202.452.6252, Fax 202.463.9462
Direct service calls to the Boston office

National Economic Development  
and Law Center

2201 Broadway Suite 815
Oakland, CA 94612
510.251.2600, Fax 510.251.0600

National Employment Law Project
80 Maiden Lane Room 509
New York, NY 10038
212.285.3025, Fax 212.285.3044
www.nelp.org

National Health Law Program
3701 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 750
Los Angeles, CA 90010
310.204.6010, Fax 213.386.0774
nhelp@healthlaw.org, www.healthlaw.org

1444 I St. NW Suite 1105 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.289.7661, Fax 202.289.7724

National Housing Law Project
703 Market St. Suite 2000 
San Francisco, CA 94103
415.546.7000, Fax 415.546.7007

1629 K St. NW Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20006 
202.463.9461, Fax 202.463.9462
Direct service calls to the San Francisco office

National Immigration Law Center
3435 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 2850
Los Angeles, CA 90010
213.639.3900, Fax 213.639.3911
info@nilc.org, www.nilc.org

1444 I St. NW Suite 1110 
Washington, DC 20005 
202.216.0261, Fax 202.216.0266

National Law Center on  
Homelessness and Poverty

2000 M St. NW Suite 210
Washington, DC 20036
202.638.2535, Fax 202.628.2737

National Senior Citizens Law Center
1444 I St. NW Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
202.289.6976, Fax 202.289.7224
nsclc@nsclc.org, www.nsclc.org

3701 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 750 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 
213.674.2900, Fax 213.368.0774
www.nsclc.org

1330 Broadway Suite 525
Oakland, CA 94612
510.663.1055, Fax 510.663.1051
oakland@nsclc.org, www.nsclc.org

National Veterans Legal Services Project 
2001 S St. NW Suite 610
Washington, DC 20009
202.265.8305, Fax 202.328.0063
www.nvlsp.org

About This Issue

During the preparation of this May–June 2013 issue, the fiftieth anniversary of 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling on the right to indigent defense was commemo-
rated, as was the tenth anniversary of the establishment of the National Coalition 
for a Civil Right to Counsel. In this issue we give a nod to this commemoration 
with a package of three articles on what the ruling has inspired. Moreover, here 
follow excerpts from the March 18 Shriver Brief blog post by Marcia Henry, a legal 
editor and the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law’s representative 
in the coalition since its inception:

On Gideon v. Wainwright’s 50th Anniversary, What About the Civil Side?

Today marks fifty years since the U.S. Supreme Court held, in Gideon v. 
Wainwright, that anyone charged with a felony and too poor to hire a lawyer has 
a constitutional right to counsel at no cost. The Court subsequently expanded 
the right to a broader range of defendants, including anyone charged with a 
misdemeanor that could lead to jail time.… The anniversary of Gideon has been 
receiving a good deal of attention … and much of the coverage suggests that since 
the decision things have gone downhill.… To be sure, much of Gideon’s promise 
remains unfulfilled. Not surprisingly, a great majority of criminal defendants are 
too poor to hire their own lawyers, and the quality of the assigned defenders who 
represent these defendants varies widely, with impossible caseloads the primary 
cause of inadequate representation.…

But [Gideon’s] principle … that the Constitution guarantees at least the semblance 
of legal counsel before the state may incarcerate, even for a short period, someone 
charged with a criminal offense remains intact and largely unquestioned.…

What of the civil side of the courthouse? What of parents threatened with perma-
nent loss of custody of their children, too poor to hire counsel and forced to rep-
resent themselves against an opposing party who can pay a lawyer? What of those 
who face loss of a home due to botched procedures or outright fraud by faceless 
financial institutions that have entire law firms on retainer? What about denial 
of health care when one learns of a life-threatening condition? These threats 
are arguably much more devastating than a night or two in county jail, and yet … 
people who face them have no constitutional right to counsel. The U.S. Supreme 
Court squelched that hope in 1981 when it decided, in Lassiter v. Department of 
Social Services, that North Carolina did not violate the constitutional rights of a 
mother who had no lawyer when the state terminated her parental rights.

But the civil side of the right-to-counsel question is getting more attention. 
Not only did the New York Times profile the issue on its March 16 front page; a 
determined group of advocates across the country is directing attention to the 
harm lack of counsel in civil cases causes to both individual litigants and the 
court system. Now marking its tenth year, the National Coalition for a Civil Right 
to Counsel has worked to increase the availability of counsel as a right for low-
income people in cases affecting basic human needs. Clearinghouse Review … 
has covered the work of the coalition since its inception. In 2006, for example, 
coinciding with the American Bar Association’s passage of a resolution in 
support of a civil right to counsel for low-income people in cases affecting basic 
human needs, the Review devoted its entire July–August issue to the movement 
for a civil right to counsel and a range of approaches to achieving the right. 

(Continued on page 3)
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Are You  
Missing Out? 

You Are If You Have Not 
Registered! Here’s How

Do you work in a nonprofit 
or legal aid program that has 
a site-license subscription to 

Clearinghouse review? If so, then 
you have access to both our 
current issue and our entire 
archive online. But you must 
register to use our site. Once 
you register from a computer 

within your program’s IP 
range (your office), you will 
have access to Clearinghouse 
review and related content 

on any computer, at home or 
in the office, with the same 
log-in credentials. For more 
information, see our FAQ at 

povertylaw.org/faq or contact  
us at info@povertylaw.org.

[This issue of the] Review publish[es] three related pieces on the topic. An article by 
John Pollock, coordinator of the National Coalition, and Mary Schneider, executive 
director of Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota, … take[s] a look back at the co-
alition’s work and progress. Martin Guggenheim and Susan Jacobs of the Center for 
Family Representation in New York … discuss advancements in ensuring represen-
tation of parents involved in the child welfare system. And retired California Court of 
Appeal Justice Earl Johnson Jr., now a key player in the coalition, longtime proponent 
of a civil right to counsel, and pioneer of the legal aid movement, reflect[s] on the 
meaning of Gideon for antipoverty advocates and the evolution of his conviction about 
the importance of civil counsel.

Most of those seeking to improve the indigent defense system and advocating a civil 
right to counsel understand full well that the two rights are sides of the same coin, 
affecting the same communities. Lack of adequate defense to criminal charges can 
lead to lasting collateral consequences such as a criminal record that makes obtaining 
housing and employment difficult, while lack of counsel in an eviction or foreclosure 
proceeding can lead to homelessness and greater vulnerability to criminal charges. 
As we celebrate the anniversary of the Gideon decision and resolve to push for its full 
realization, these inextricable links should remind us how important it is, in fulfill-
ing Gideon’s promise, not to forget people on the civil side of the courthouse.

About This Issue (Continued from inside front cover)
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Subscribe to Clearinghouse Review!
Clearinghouse review: Journal of poverTy law and poliCy is the advocate’s premier 
resource for analysis of legal developments, innovative strategies, and best practices in 
representing low-income clients. Each issue of the review features in-depth, analytical 
articles, written by experts in their fields, on topics of interest to lawyers who represent 
low-income people. The review covers such substantive areas as civil rights, family law, 
disability, domestic violence, housing, elder law, health, and welfare reform.

Please fill out the following form to receive more information about subscribing to Clearinghouse review .
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Street address                      Floor, suite, or unit

City                     State  Zip

E-mail

Please e-mail this form to subscriptions@povertylaw.org.
Or fax this form to Subscriptions at 312.263.3846.

Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law
50 E. Washington St. Suite 500

Chicago, IL 60602

■ Clearinghouse review: Journal of poverTy law and poliCy is published online six times per year.

■ Your subscription includes online access to the current issue and the archive of articles published since 1967. 
With this online access—your “site license”—your organization’s entire staff will enjoy fully searchable access 
to a wealth of poverty law resources, accessible from any computer or mobile device. 

■ Newly subscribing nonprofit programs are entitled to special discounts on our Training Programs.

■ Each subscriber receives Clearinghouse Review News, a monthly e-newsletter that covers matters of interest to 
poverty and public interest law practitioners.

Get Your Online Subscription Today! 
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