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Celebrating National Fair Housing Month 

April is National Fair Housing Month, and 2024 marks the 56th anniversary of the passage of the Fair Housing Act. 
At the NCCRC, our team is dedicated to advancing the right to counsel for tenants in cases that impact tenant

housing stability, accessibility, and affordability, including evictions and administrative cases that strip people of
their housing subsidies or tenancies.  We see this work as a key way to advance fair housing, in no small part
because of the well-established data that the vast majority of tenants facing eviction are disproportionately people

of color and most disproportionately Black women.  This work is a part of making the promise of the Fair Housing
Act real.  Read more about the fair housing / RTC connection.  

In recognition of the Fair Housing Act's importance and the growing movement for a right to counsel for tenants,

please join us for an important webinar tomorrow April 18, at 1:30 p.m. ET: Beyond the Courtroom. (more
information below).

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F83219453%2F467680538%2F1319941642%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzk5MzgyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjYzZjA0Yzc1LWY4ZmMtZWUxMS1hYWYwLTdjMWU1MjAxNzAzOCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAicm91bWlhbnRzZXZhbUBwdWJsaWNqdXN0aWNlLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3D6UguaCqLcx4hEmwTUsL3tDOBgOpsR1DC8X4Nb5wGmCI%3D%26emci%3D1326a1b5-e0fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038%26emdi%3D63f04c75-f8fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038%26ceid%3D13353033&data=05%7C02%7Croumiantsevam%40publicjustice.org%7C88c8422cc65c4fe7741008dc5f1c6a2b%7C6f7720f5ee0243238f4104395164ed6d%7C0%7C0%7C638489822880965155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yQ9T5igoNB%2BnKRcS%2Bl83OTt%2Bjm7tP78DD1eIwtbnC%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
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 April 18
1:30 pm ET | 10:30

am PT

REGISTER

Today, there are 17 cities, 1 county, and 4 states with right to counsel

laws/ordinances!  The data shows that these laws are helping keep more tenants
in their homes and promoting long-term housing stability. But RTC's benefits go

beyond individual courtroom victories. During this webinar, we’ll explore RTC’s
larger systemic impacts, such as how it has helped to increase tenant engagement
in the eviction process, support tenants engaged in organizing and rent strikes,

positively impact the behavior of systems actors like landlords and judges, improve
the coordination and efficacy of legal services organizations, and lead to legislative

advocacy around issues and patterns identified by RTC attorneys. We hope you
can join us for this timely conversation!

ADDITIONAL UPCOMING EVENTS 

Accessing Legal Services and Changing Laws to End Youth Homelessness 

April 18
4pm ET | 1pm PT

REGISTER

The National Homelessness Law Center and True Colors United continue their series
on the Youth State Index with this webinar.  You'll hear from a youth advocate and

their attorney about the importance of engaging a lawyer and how that can be a
game changer in removing hard stops and barriers affecting youth, whether it's a
criminal issue, an access issue, or preventing eviction/increasing stability - and

more! 

Addressing the Epidemic of Evictions: What Advocates Can Do on the Local, State, and
National Levels 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F83219459%2F467680544%2F-1448781140%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzk5MzgyIiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjYzZjA0Yzc1LWY4ZmMtZWUxMS1hYWYwLTdjMWU1MjAxNzAzOCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAicm91bWlhbnRzZXZhbUBwdWJsaWNqdXN0aWNlLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3D6UguaCqLcx4hEmwTUsL3tDOBgOpsR1DC8X4Nb5wGmCI%3D%26emci%3D1326a1b5-e0fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038%26emdi%3D63f04c75-f8fc-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038%26ceid%3D13353033%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7Croumiantsevam%40publicjustice.org%7C88c8422cc65c4fe7741008dc5f1c6a2b%7C6f7720f5ee0243238f4104395164ed6d%7C0%7C0%7C638489822881018058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nWFJu6SExmXxDKSHnY2gnAOHJdNg3rN6Dh1%2FKF7fsR4%3D&reserved=0
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2pm ET | 11am PT

REGISTER

Please join the ABA's Commission on Homelessness & Poverty, RESULTS Educational
Fund, and National Coalition for Civil Right to Counsel on Wednesday, April 24, at

2pm ET for Addressing the Epidemic of Evictions: What Advocates Can Do
on the Local, State, and National Levels.  Attendees will hear perspectives on

the impact of evictions in communities and most importantly, what actions
advocates can take to solve the eviction crisis, and what advocates, lawyers and
non-lawyers alike, can do to help.

RIGHT TO COUNSEL FOR TENANTS FACING EVICTION

State and Local Updates

Note: In the updates below, Maryland and Detroit are the only jurisdictions that have enacted a right to
counsel for tenants. New York City has a right to counsel for tenants, but there is no statewide right yet. 

Detroit.  The Detroit Free Press recently covered the city's right to counsel program and issues with funding, as

current federal funding ends in 2026 and the private funding ends in 2025. The story also notes that the funding
problem extends to Michigan as a whole: pandemic-related funding that was made available to expand legal
services in evictions across the entire state is ending, according to a recent report. Learn more about Detroit's

RTC. 

Maryland.  The Access to Counsel in Evictions Task Force published a new report on the “Access to Counsel in

Evictions” (ACE), the right to counsel, program in Maryland. We have a write-up on the report on our website.

New York State.  As the RTCNYC Coalition, in collaboration with tenants and organizers across New York, leads
the fight to establish a statewide RTC, the Indypendent recently published an op-ed from two tenants in Queens

facing eviction and supporting statewide RTC.  

Oklahoma.  A piece in KGOU recently spotlighted Legal Aid Services of Oklahoma’s (LASO) “Right to Counsel”

program, currently operating in three Oklahoma City zip codes. (NOTE: the program uses “right to counsel” in its
title, but without a law underpinning it, it is not a right to counsel as we define it.) 

RIGHT TO COUNSEL AND MENTAL HEALTH

Idaho enacted SB 1247, creating a new procedure for “emergency protective placement” through which the
involuntary care and treatment of persons likely to have a neurocognitive disorder in acute crisis may be sought.  If

the person is unrepresented, the court shall appoint counsel.

CIVIL RIGHT TO COUNSEL RESOURCES
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